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% TO BE OR NOT TO BE?

' The very interesting letter inserted below is from
gentleman of intelligence and houor, personally
koown to us, and whose statements of fact are
titled to full credit. He is, moreover, s thorough
yalist, and has been a uniform and decided friend
- '3f the Administration. The result of his observa-
. tions in a recent and extended tour in the South
I he hos thought of sufficient interest to be commu-
B4 nicated to the public here, and we are sure that all
of our readers will agree with him. What he re-
lates of Southern feeling and Southern hopes can
bardly surprise-any one who oan imagine tlie ex-
tremity of suffering and the multiplied woes which
the causeless rebellion has brought to every family
| of the SBouth; but it is only those who from birh
: long association understand the feeling in the
'~ sath vegarding their slaves, who can appreciate
. dully the fixedness and inteusity of the South-
~ ern mind on that subject. We are not surprised,
therefore, that the extremity of suffering scd
the hopelessness of the rebellion combined should
inspire even wany of those who were esger to enter
into it with the desire to retrace their steps and re-
turn to their allegisnce, as well as the masses who
were forced into it; and we can well understand the
writer when he represents the question of emanci-
3 pation—regarded inghe South asinvolving utter and
irromediable ruin to their country—as the only sub-
stantial difficulty in the way of a restoration of the
Union. It is for those who rule the destinies of
this great country to say whether it shall, so far as
. depends on them, have Usion and the Conatitu
tion, or immediate and forcible emancipation with
ruin to a moiety of the country, protracted war,
and a violated Constitution. How eloguent and
*~ forcible is the appeal with which the writer closes
his letter, and which, notwithstandiog its personal
reference to the Chief Magistrate, we take the
~' freedom of placing before him.

i - NorFoLK, AUGUST 26, 1863.
" To the Editors of the National Intelligencer.

Haviog just retarned from a tour through portions of
the Blates of Virginis, North Carolina, Georgia, Ala-
bama, Tennessse, and Keotuchy, and having met in my
travels many of the former pruminent politicians of Lhose
Btates, and, ns was most natural under the ciroumstances,
bd frequent eonversalions with them on Lhe subject of the-
war, ils origin, objects, bearings on the present and future
of dur coun'ry, and its probabla result, I feel asaured to
some extent that a brief syuopsis of the impressions made
on my miod will not be sltogether unacceptable to your
readers. :

The war, they argus, was instituted for the purpose of
securing furiher guarantees to Lheir own peculiar institu-
tion—slavery—and to represa abolitionism or Northern
aggressions on their rights. Tt benring on the institution
has been to wenken and endanger it engire overthrew.
They admit that they bave been deeeived by their po-
litieal leadere, and that nearly all their promises bave
“proven failures. They seo, they feel (he crushing effects
* of the war upon the Slave Btates, and admit if it indef-

nitely eontioue 1hat the instita'ion of elavery will not only

be in danger of annililation, but that their former slavey
will be drafted into the army of the United States for the
purpose of continuing the war on the Bouth.

Thie ove single fact bears mora hoavily upon them than
any thing else conneeted with the war; sud to escape this
mow apparent inevitablo fate, they expresa a willingness
to scoede to any terms which sball not bumiliate sod de-
grado them. They sffirm (in fact thay expect, they hope,
they pray for it) that it is oot for them to beg for pence,
but for ths President to hold out the olive-branch ; and if
the Preeid: nt were to issue & proclamation holding their
leaders to » strict accountabili'y fur the rebellion, snd
offer the people proteetion in person and property, lesving
the institution of slavery to the conatitutionsl immunity of
State laws, they will not only secept it, but will hail tha

“ set an megusninou, noble, great.

Thas it will be perceived Lhat the great masses of the
Southern people are standing on a point of bonor, which
to them in of far grester ymport than defest in batile, the
loss of strongholds, or the reduction of their armies. All

,. this they cnn bear, but dishonor they cannot bear, and they
bope, they expect, they pray that the President will spare
them this unspenkable haantiation

In view of tlese simple tiuthe, T would ask, Messrs.
Editors through the medivm of your invaluab'e journal, if
the President cannot afford to be magoanimous 11, after
the fall of Chiatleston, he cannot afford to offsr some terms
whioh aball induee the great bady of the Southern peopls
to return to their allegianee to the Federsl Union and the
Govermeat of the United States 7 If be be ambitions of en
visblo fame, he will do it ; if he desires to bo remembare |

s the second Washing on, b will do it; if he wishes to
" secure to bimsell the appellation of Abrakam the Great, ho
will do it; il be wishes to smitsta the axmmnple of Him
. who aaid ' go thow and sin noe more,” bo will do it; snd,
1 may add, if he wishes to proelsim the popular sentiment

 2yf the American prople, snd the sentiment of hamapily,

civilization, snd ehristianity throughout the woill, he will
do it; which God grant, for pence’s rake.

m, very truly,
™ 4 .Hma Ap ms, Jn

_lln TOOMBS'S LEI'TER.

Tho letter of Ronerr Toouns, of Georgia,
whish the reader will fiad in another column, is
charaeteristio of that turbul ut, overbearing msn,
sad shows that he is slready as litle satisfied with
the new Goverament that he helped to rear in the
South a8 be was under that which hie forefathors
established, and whioh he conspired aga nst and
criminally sought to overthrow. He and a few
others should, when peace is restored, be provided

an isolated residence in sowe remote corner
of the world, where they might talk tresson and
hatoh plots without barmiag any body but thew-

The widow of Admiral FooTe dicd in New Haven on
Wedneaday evening. Her age waa forly seven yoarsi

Bhe has baen ill ever since the doath of the Admiral, just
mmmumonm

it T, |

FOREWARNED, FOREARMED.

Some startling information has lately been re-
ceived at New York from Liverpool of the ap-
prosching completion of several most formidable
tarreted rams which have been built in English
ports for the American insurgent navy. Lt is stated
that the first of these great rams was nearly finished ;
that she was completely plated, her masts and boilers
in, s well as-a large part of her machinery ; and that
she was expected to be ready for service by the
18th of this month. Her consort was launched on
the 2d instant, as well as one at Glasgow, and both
would be ready to sail by the 1st of September.
We perceive by notices in Southern papers that
the mos* astonishing results are anticipated by the
insurgent Governwent from the iovincibility of
these powerful floating engines of war. They are
expected to suppress the blockade of the Southern
ports and captare the blockaders; to enter tri-
amphently by their invulnerability the ports of the
Union snd indemuify the South for all the dam-
ages it has suffered by the war; and, finally, to
change the whole condition and aspect of the con-
test. All this would, we confess, look rather ugly
if we could apprehend that so formidable an as-
sault would find us uoprepared for it; but no-
tices which we observe in our papers of the ad-
vanotd stage of preparation of new iron-clads and
turreted rama on pur side go far to allay the anx-
iety which we might utherwise feel cn the subject
Our painstaking Secretary of the Navy, however
he may be thought to resemble ¢ William the S:-
lent,” has not, in the course of the war, been found
to resemble in his habits that other Duteh worthy,
Rip Van Winkle. The public has found him,
we believe, pretty generslly, wide awake. -

Per ExaMPLE: SBays the New York Kveniog
Post of Wednesday :

“ Workmen are engnged uight sud day in completiog
the splendid ocenn iron-clad Puritan, which 18 to be ready
for service by the lst oi October. T'he bull is now com-
pletely formed and the armor on all the lower pait of the
ship 1% festened to within about seven feet uf the top of the
bulwarks. The plates are vot yet fixed, but will be in
place very roon. The lower part of the vesrel will not be
very fer advanced until she is afloat, ss sll efforts ure con-
centrated on the outside for the present. The dimensions
of the cylivders of the Puritan's enginea will bs over one
hundred inches, which will give her s speed slmost unpa-
ralleled in vessels ol euch maguitude. A great number of
improvewents bave been introduced wtich were nat con-
templuted when the vess:l was begun. Her machicery is
rapidly buildiog, and will be pearly pompleted before the
launch tekes place.

“The new iron-clad Tecumseh is to be launched next
week at Jersey City. Bhe is the second of the nine vessels
contracted fur after the completion of the first Monitor.
Her turrets, armor, interior fittings and geveral character
istics are the ssme us thoss of the former vessels, with
few exceptions. The new ventilaling apparatus so suc-
pessfully introduced into the Lehigh will be adopted in
theae vessels, s well as 10 all of ber cluss. Mr. Birbeek,
ihe builder, is &t present employed in putling it oo board
ol the Tecumseh, aod will bave it completed soon after the
launch of the vessel. The turrete are pierced for two
guoe, 1 ke the Paesaie snd Montauk. It is b lieved, how
over, thal the battery will consist of one 15 uch gun and
oue 200 or 300 pound Parrott.

+ Seon sfter tha Inunch of the Tecumsch the M nhattan
sod the Mahopac will be afloat. They are in the same
yard with the Teeumseb, and have been built by the
sume firm.

“ The iron clad Ozark, ut 8t. Louis, is Lo be comple’ed
fcr soa service immediately. It is rumored in vaval cir-
cles here that she is intended to rewnfurce the fleet at
Charleston. The Ozark hisg on board a new and very de-
siructive migsile, which waa ipvented some time sines, in
the Maditerranean, by Chiei Enginear Whittaker, of the
United States Navy, who was ordered home to have hia
apparatus spplied here."

The Buston Duily Advertiser, roferring to the
defence of Gen. Fitz Joha Porter by Mr. Johuson,
which has just been publshed, says frankly—and
the concession is streugthened by its being an
Administration paper—

“ We wsré boupd to esy that the impression pro-
dueed on cur miods by the perusal f the case, as final-
Iy stated in these closing documeats upon ench side from
Mr. Holl and Mr. Johuson, does not justify the sentence
agsinst Gen. Porter. The evidence upon the ecsseutial
poiuts is weak, and whatever bears strongly against him
is contradieted. It ie clear, moreover, not only that the
unfortunste failure of Gen. Pope's campnign was not in
fact due to sny want of eficiency or Jisobpdienpe to orders
on Gen. Porter's part, but aleo that Gez. Pope bimself
did not sttribute his want of spceess to any such alleged
ineMcieney or disobedience. The whole aflair wears very
much the sspect of ous of thoss unfortunate mistakes of
administration which have charscteriged the nmrauagement
of the Wer Depaitment, and sbout which loyul citizens
feol bound to say aa little we they enn, consistently with
the demands of publie truth, but of which, when they do
spesk, they can gy uwo Ling in approval. ‘The onuse
which wa are engiged is too strong th read to ba propped
up by any such miserable expedient s the unjust attempt
to sacrifioe the character of any body, least of all that of
a soldier 8o brave sud su capable as Gen. Poiter.”

LETTER FROM GEN. GRANT.

Genersl GRANT bad & public reception at the Gayoso
Houes, in Memphis, on Wednesday night, 20th instant,
at which the following latter waa tend :

Mempms, (TENN ) AvGusT 20, 1863,

GeNTLEMEN : 1 huve received n eopy of resolutions

weard by the ** Loysl Citizeos of Memphis nt a mecting

ald nt the rooma of the Chamber of Commerce, August
25, 1863," tendering ma s pubhe repeption.

10 secepling this testunonial, which I do at a great sae-
rifice of wy peraonal feclings, 1 simply desire to pay n
tribute to the firet public exbibition io Memphin of loyaity
to the (fovernment which [ represent in the Department
of the Tennesser, [ shou'd dislikn to refuee, for conside-
rations of parsonal couvenience, to seknowledge, oy where
orF in uny form, the « x stences of sentinients _\phich l have
wov long wnd so ardently desired to wes manifested in LLis
department.  Tup stabiiity of this Guvernment and the
unity of this nntion depend solely on the eardinl support
and the punest logally of the peopls.  Wiile, therefure,
I thank you sineeraly for the kind expreasions you haye
unesd townrde me, T um profoundly gestified st this |m|ilin
recognition, In the city of Meuiphiv, of the power and an-
thority of the Goremment of the el States,

I thank you, tuo, i the name of the nobls army which
I bave the houor to copunand, It is pomposed of men
whose klynl'_l.y‘ haw been proved by their deeds of hpeorsm
sl their witling enorifices of life and health, Ty will
rejoice with me that the miserable adhetpits of 1he rebel-
lion, whom their bayouets have driven (rom this fair land,
nre being teplaced by moa who sckuowledge hupaa libarty
s the only trus foundntion of bumun goyernment.

Moy your eflurta to restore your p.ty tn the cause of the
Union be as sucoesaiil na bave been theirs to o it

from the de: potie rule of the leadors of the rebellion,
1 huva the hooor to ba, gentlsmen, your very obediont

. AT, Major General,
Mesars, R, HouaH, and others, Committes,

servant,
in, Tenncense, |

WASHING

1HE SIEGE OF CHARLESTON.

down to Friday last, through Richmond papers—
ropresents the bombardment of Sumter and Wag-
ner as still going on, although the former was en-
tirely disabled snd almost demolished, and the re-
duction of the latter a question only of time. The
telegram to Richmond of the 271h states that Gen.
Gillmore’s attack on the rebel rifle-pits was mede
cn Wedaesday by “an overwhelming foree,” and
that his troops are working hard in the trenches
in front of Fort Wagner. He is therefure advanc-
ing apon that fortifieation by regular approaches.

We have already stated that Gen. Gillmore had
sent in a message to Gen. Beauregard demanding
the evacuation of the works on Morris Island on
pain of having Charleston shelled in case of refu-
sal, and the consequent fulfilment of this threat
for a short time by Gen. Gillmore. We subjoin
the correspondence which teck place on the sub-
ject between the two commanders, as we find it in
the Richmond papers.

Gen. (illmore’s communication was sent under
a flag of truce to the commanding officer at Fort
Wagner, to be' trunsmitted by him to Gen. Beau-
regard. Lt is as followa :

HEADQUAHTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE BOUTH,
Morvis Island, (8. C.) August 21, 1863

GENERAL : I buve the houor to demand of you the im-
mediate evacuation of Morris lslaud and Fort Bumter by
the Confederate forces. The present condition of Fort
Sumter, and the rapid and prograsmve destruction which
it 18 undergoing from my batteries, eeem to render its
complete demolition within s few boura a matter of cer-
tainty. All my heavia-t guos have not yet opened.

Should you 1efuge eomplinnce with this demand, or
should [ receive no reply thereto within four bours siter
it is delivered iuto the baods of your subordinate at Fort
ngnrr‘fﬂl;‘nnnmluiuu. I shall open fire ou ths ity of
Chatleston om batteiies slrosdy established within easy
and effective range of the heart of Lhe city.

1 am, Ueneral, very respecifully, your obedient servant,

Q A. GiLLMORE,
Brigadier Genersl Commaunding.
To Gen, G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Cow, Confederate Forces, Charleston, 8. C.

The Charleston Courier states that ¢ General
Beauregard being absent on a reconnoissance, the
communication, which was unsigned, was received
at headquarters sbout a quarter to eleven o'clock
on I'riday night by Gen. Jordan, and by him re-
turned for the sigoature of the writer. The com-
munieation was cigned by Gen. Gillmore, and again
retarned. It was received at Gen. Beauregard’s
headquarters at nine o’clock on Sa urday v-orning.
Between one and two o'clock, bowever, Saturday
morning, the enemy commenced firing on the oity,
arousing the pcople from their slumbers.”

The following is » copy of the reply of Gen.
Beauregard to the communigation of Gen. Gillmore,
conveycd by Col. Romau under flag of truee to our
flagship for deliyery :

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT
Of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida,
Charleston, (8. C.) Awugu 22, 1863.

Sir : Last night, st fifteen minutes before sleven o'clock,

duriug my ub on a reccnne sof my furtifiostions,

& communication was receired at these beadquartars, dated
 Headquarters Departwent of the SBouth, Morris Island,

(8 C.) August 21, 1563, demanding ** the immediate
eviacuation of Morris Island and Fort Sumter by the Con-
federate forces,” on the alleged grounds * that the present

enndition of P.-rz Sumter and the rapid and progressive
destruction which it is yndergoiog from my bulteries seem
to render itsa complete demulition within s few hours a
matter of certainty ;" and that if this demand were * not
complied with or vo r?ly thereto peceived within four
bours after it ja delivered into the handw of your (my) sub

ordinn'e eommander at Fort Wagner for transmission,” a
fire would be opened * on the eity of Charleston from bat-
teries already established within easy and effcctive range
of the besrt of the eity.” “Thin communication to my nd-

dress was without sigoalure, and was of couise returned.

About halY past one o'clock one of-ypgr bateries did
netunlly opeqy ire nud throw & number of heavy sholls
inlo the city, the inhabitants’ of whieh, o! course, were
asleep and unwarned.

About wine o'clock this morning the eommuniestion
slluded to. above was re'urned to thess headquarters,
bearing your recognised official signature, and 1t can now
be noticed sa your dpliberate oifjeinl apt.

Among rations not barbarous the usages of war pre-
seribe that when a city i+ nbout to be attsekcd timely
potice &hall be given by the sttacking cowwander, in
order that non-combatants may have an opportunity for
withdrawing beyond ita limita.  Generally the time allowed
18 from one to three days; that ie, time lor the withd rawal
m good tmith of at least the women and children. You,
sir, give only four hours, knowing that ‘onr notige, under
existing cirejymatanees, oopld oot rescl me in le-s than
two hours, and that not lees the swme time would be
requitred for un soswer to be econveyed from this eity to
Battery Wagner. With this knowledge, you threaten to
open fire on this eity, not to oblige it surrender, but to
fores me to evacuate these works, whioh you, se isted by
a great naval foree, have been sttacking in vaio for more
than forty daye.

Batteries Wagner and Gragg and Fort Sumter ara nearly
due north trom your batteries on Morris Island, aod in
distanee therefrom verying from half & mila to two and a
quarter milea,  The eity, on the other hand, s to the
uorthwest, aud quite five miles distant from the battery
opened against it this morning

1t would appear, sir, that, dpgpniriog of reducing these
worke, yon now resort to the novel measure of tarning
your guns sguivat the old men, the women and children,
and the boepitals of & sleeping city, an aot of inexcusabla
burbarity from your own confessed point of gight, inas-
mich as you nl-efn thet the comp'ets domalition of Fort
Sumter within a lew hours by your guns seems to you "' a
matter of certawnty.”

Your omission to attach your signatura to sueh a grave
pnper most show the reck af the pourse gpon which
you buve ndyeulyred ; while fie fupts that you knowingly
fixed a limit {.f repeiving an angwer to  ygur demmand
whioh made it beyond the pomsibility of receiving
sny reply within that time, aod that you netually did
fire nud throw & number of the wost destructive missiles
ever wed 1o war into the midst of n eity taken unawaraes,
and filled with nbopinlg women and children, will give
you & ‘‘bad eminence” in history, even in the history of
this war.

I am ooly aurprisad, air, at the limita you haye waf to
your demande. If in order tn atiain the abandonment of
Morria Ialand snd Fort Bumter ml‘u} nufliotized to firs
on this eity, why did you not inelude the worke on
Sullivan's and James's Island—nay, even the city of
Charleston in the same demand? -

Sineo you have felt warranted in inaugarating this
method reducing batteries in your immediste front
which were found otherwise im!rnnoble. and a mode of
‘warfire whieh T goufidently MLI;: to ba atrneioun and
unworthy of any sqldier, T now ly wagn you that if
you fire sgain o0 the city from ynuranrﬁ Ialand batte-
ries without giviog a somewhat more remsonabla time 10
remove non-combatania, T shall feel impellad to emplay
such stringent means of rotalistion aa may be available
during the continungee of thiv attagk,

FiudH. I veply that oeither the works on Morris Teland
por Fort Bumter will be evacuated on the demand yon
have bepn pleased to make. Already, however, | am
taking measures to remove all non-pombaty its, who are
nnw :Ily aware of and alive 1o what they m 1y expect at
yaur hade

eapoctiully, your obedient servant,
Q. T. BEAUREG D,
) Genor il Cow'g.

ARREST 0F CORRESPONDERTS —Aco ieding to the Mor-
ris Igland correspondent of the Hoston Hernld, Gen. Gill
more has arrested, by order of Secretary Stauton, sll the
COrTes ents of the press on Morris Teland, on the ground
that they had g ven to the publio news of a highly contra-

oharacier. Gen, Gtcoro altarwards hin

| order do far ne to allow them to seid forward such lotters

as he approved,

TON: THURSDAY, SEPTEM

Oar latest intelligen;?m Charleston—being |
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IMPORTANT FROM

—

KEY WEST.

.

Correspondence of the New York Times.
Key WEsT, AvcusT 22, 1863,

Another fine prize steamer was brought into our harbor
on the 19, by Acting Master Martioe, of the United
Blates steamer Do Boto, Capt. Walker, by whom she was
captured in the Gulf to the south and enst of Mobile about
two husdred miles, baving on board five hundred and
eighty bales of cotton. She is one of those fine Alabama
boats, entirely new in all har upper works, and probably
fitted up fin this voyage, callod the Alice Vivian, and was
to bava brought as prssenger from Mobile the rebel Gen.
Blaughter and his staff, who were on board, but finally con-
cluded to return and tuke nuother boat. Our paval officers
wars advised of this in time to keep the sbarpest lookout
for him. The carg. of the Alice Vivian will be discharged
here and sent to New York, while the steswmer, together
with the James Battelle, auotber river boat, will be sent
to New Orleans

On the 208 still auother prizo stezmer came in from
the Do Bole, whose officers will all become rich on their
*prize money. This is the fast side-whoel stesmer Crescent,
from Mobile, and last from Huvana, with a full and sssort-
od cargo of merchundise, including a large proportion of
provisions and drugs. She was eaptured by the De Soto
while on her way (o Mobile, and had no flag, not even the
English. She will be a valuable prize.

On the 21st an English topsail schooner, the Jornie, was
brougbt in & priga to the barque Restless, whose station ie
at Charlotte Harbor, Florida. This schooner was eleared
at Matamoras for Liverpool, with & full eargo of cotton,
manifeated as owned by merchaute of Texas, hence the
capture. This ie prebably s necessity of form in order {o
evade the Freuch blockade of Mutamorss. If so, John
Bull is between two fires. §

The prize steamer Dolphin, about which e0 muech has
baen said in the Britieh journals, is now boing losded up
with cotton snd turpenticoe for dispsteh to New York:
where her small proportione, dilapidated nppearance, and
sge of twenly-three years, will eause disappointment and
surprise, remioding forcibly of the old saw of “ great cry
and but little wool."”

Adwiral Bailey's fl=et of ¥mall cruisere, improvised (rom
the eaptures of this squadron, and consisting of numerous
small schooners and sloops, suitably fitted up and armed,
are dving excellent service iy keeping under observation
the hoat of shiosl pacses and bays among these Florida keys
and on this ecast generally. Every few day+ 8 ma of them
eome in with esptured property. This week there have
been the sohoonsr Two Bisters, from Cedar Koys, with
twenty-four bales of cotton and two families of refugees,
including several women and children, grateful for being

rescued from the want apd distress of secessiondom ; an-
other a sloop, in charge of Actiog Master Crane, wilh a
smsll boat loaded with turpeutine, captured in the neigh-
borhood of Charlotte Harbor. ‘Ih se small boats, from
their light draft of water, escape our large oruisers only
to fall into the hunds of the morquito fleet.

The Adwmiralty Court is still witkout its presiding officer
since thu resiguation of Judge Marvin, and from the very
large amount of prize properly constantly beiog brought
iuto this port for adju luﬂoﬂ, we suppose that the new
appointee, whoever he may be, only awaita & nearer ap
prosch of the fall season to assume his duties here.

The tune of publie feeling is ehanging very much among
both lwyal and Sillo)al men, and women too. The former
are hopeful und confideut t) n degree that gdgiits of 4o np-
prebension of {yture serious disaater Lo the cause of the
Uvion, whilst the latter are correspondingly resigning
themsclves to sbandonment of all bope of prolonging but
for & sborT time the puwer of Jell. Davis over the srmed
citizans of 1the South. They, like all men, yield to fate,
and in a varisty of ways and means eviuce their desire g
be coosidered in the most favorable light with rofergnoe o
the changed nod chunging sspeot of afjaigs, !

S — ———

IMPORTANT FROM JAPAN.

ITS PORTS CLOSED AND ALL FOREIGNERS
ORDERED FROM THE COUNTRY.

Extracts from Correspondencs of the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Kanaoalva, June 22, 1863,

Bince my last, of May 12th, until within a few daye,
nothing of spreial impoitance bad oceurred relative to the
existing difforences between thia and the English Govern-
ment.  Tuterviews between bigh officials took place;
prowmises were made, snd postponewents asked for until
the 11th instant, when wiatters appear to have been ami-
cably settled by the Japanese official appoiuted by the
Guvernment for their sottlemont, signing & written obliga
tions to pay the indemnity demanded at short intervals of
time, the first to be made on the 18th, * *

When the 15th srrived the Japanese officials pleaded
some {rivial excuss for & postponement of the payment
uutil vext day, but when morning ecsme they entirely
backed down from their agreement, deglgring they would
oot pay & dollar, op thp ground that the ofiicinl sent to
arrango matterg wae not suthoriged to euter into such a
one.  Of course such a wilful repudintion of & written
obligation put «n «nd to any further negotintions, and, ae-
cordingly, the English Minuter turned the whole sffsir
over to Admiral Kuprer to enforce its payment. e made
krown to the publie his decision in e ense, through the
Beitish Conaul, My Winchester, who ealled a meeting of
the English subjecta for that purpose; also, to other na-
tionalities through their reapective € unsuls,

Yesterdsy, the 2let, Admiral Kuper wade known,
through the snme s nree, the fnct of the affair having been
plaged in his bouds, aid bis defermioation to tske netive
mensures, snd ealling upon the inhabitants to take means
to secure their personal safety and propgrty, wmore purli-
eularly enlling upon thoge having fsmilies to send them on
boupd ships in the barbor ss ently as possible ; subsequent-
Iy offering the #'evmer Coromande ne g place of refuge.
To eflcct all thia a period of eignt days would be allowed
befure getive Lostili.ies would commence, unless the Jja
panesg took the initintive.

Thus it woyid appear the ball is swbout to open. The

yeuoh aot aa wllies of the English throughout, and their
Adwiial hus declared his intention of defending Yokohsnma
by sendig a foree & hore for that purpose.

As wis expooted would be the cise, the Tycoop bas not
been permiited to return to Yeddo, and Prince Mito has
been appointed aoting Tycoon in his plaes. What coun-
anla pievailed to-cause them to withhold the payuwent of
the mooey after haviog agreed to dawo ls Imnissible to
tell. The renson the Japanese sllege ts that the life of the
Typoun would be endengered were he to pay it. Thia
may or may nol be the case, but one thing is koown, that
the spiritusl Emperor s apposed to foreign intercourse,
and npparently has the power to enforoe obadience from
the others i .

Junk 24 —Alter reveral atlempta to reopen negolistions,
the Japuoesa paid this moraing se much of the money ss
wii due. The mnbter may now bo fwirly convidered sattled,
and peaoe ones more prevails, st least for the present.

Junn 2 —Aftsr my letter wan mailed, and every body
wia congratulating thewaelves ou the prospects of pesce,
it bng Lee 'me publicly knowu that the Japaneee have writ-
ten to the several Ministera of the foreign Powers declar-
ing nll the porta open for commeres ohosad, and ordering
all fureigners out of the conntry within thirty doys.  What

1 thie new phace in public aifiivs will produce is not d.Mieult

to imagine. War seems inevitable ; in faet, it o n dee ara-
tiow of war by Lhe Japnoese themselves.  They any they
picd the money only beonnss they promised to do so. A
souneil of the foreign Ministers is now being held, but
what course of notion will be decided upon ia not yet
known. 1t in bardig possible any thing very definite enn
be decided upon prior to the ssiling of the vessel which
esrries the mail, a from all appearsnces  they (the Ja

panese) are determioed to expel foreigners.

CAPTURE OF MORE PRIZES. .

‘ohn do o emply houses."”

1

OFFICIAL FROM CHARLESTON.

FORT BUMTER DEMOLISHED.

The following official desputches bave been recesived at
the hesdquirters of the army. They confirm the unofficial
nccount published yesterday that Fort Sumter bas been
reduced to n wass of ruins;

HeADQUARTER® DEPARTMENT OF THE SouTi,
Morris Istand, (8. C.) August 24, 1863,
Major Goneral H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief:

Sik : I have the honor to report the practical demoli-
tion of Fort Sumter us the result of our seventeen dnys’
bombardment of the work, wcluding two daya of which
a powei ful northeasterly storm most seriously diminished
the aceurney of our fire.

Fort Sumter is to.day a shapeless snd barmless mass of
ruine. My chief of artillery, Col. J. W. Turnér, reports
its destruetion a0 far complete that it is no longer of sny
* avail in the defence of Charleston.” He alao says thal,
‘“by a longer fire it could ba made more completely a ruin
and a msss of broken masonry, but could searcely be made
more powerless for the defence of the harbor.”

My breaching batteries were loeated at distancce rong-
ing belween 3,330 and 4 240 yards frow the works, and
now remiin aa cflicient as ever. T deem it unnecessary,
at preseut, o contipue the fire upon the ruins of Fort
Suwter. ;

I bave also, under a heavy fire from James lsland,
established batteries on my left within effsotive range of
the heart of Charleston ecity, and have opened with them,
after giving Gen. Benuregard due notice of my intention
to do sn.

My notifiestion to Gen. Benuregard, bis reply thereto,
with the threst of retaliation, and wy rejuinder, have been
transmitted to srmy headquarters.

The projectiles from my batteries entered the city, and
Gen. Beauregard himeelf designates them as the ** most
destructive mi:siles ever used in war."

The report of my chief of artillery, and an accurate
sketeh of the ruins of Fort Sumter, taken al 13 M. yes.
terday, six hours belors we ceased firing, are herewith
trausmitted. :

Very respeo! fully, your vbedient servant,
¥ Q. A. GipmoRE,
Biigedier General Commanding.
e

REPORT OF COL. TURNER,

OFFicE OF CHlIEF OF ARTILLERY,
DeparTMERT 0F THE S0UTH
Morris leland, (8, C ) Augugt 23, 1863.

GENERAL: I have ibe hovor to report the effect that
our breachiug butteries have had upon Fort Sumter, and
the coudilion of that work to-vight, at the cluse of the
seventaenth duy's bomwbardment.

The gorge wall of the fort is almost & completa masa of
ruine.  Fur the distauce of several engemntes about mid-
way of this face the rampariy ace removed venrly, and in
places guite o the arches, nod but for the sand bags, with
which the casewantes were filled, and which have verved
to sustain the broken arelivs and mnsses of masqnry, It
would bave long wsinee been en'irely ¢cuf away, and
with it the arches to the Boor of ke seoond lier of crse-
mates. The debyis on bis point now forms a ramp r- ach-
g 8+ bigh as ihe floor of these casemates. The parapet
wall of the two northessterly faces is completely earried
awnuy, & small portion only being left iy the aogle made
with the gorge wall, and the remparts of these faoes are
also a total ruip.  Guite one hall of our projectiles seem
o hnye struck the parndo and parapet of these two faces,

IMPORT A

NT FROM TENNESSEE.
MOVEMENTS OF ROSECRANS AND BURNSIDE.

STEVENSON, (ALA ) AUGUST 99 —The Army of the
Cumberland erossed the Tennesses river at four puinta to-
day with infastry and eavalty. The Second Kentueky
Cavalry captured thirty-five pickets at n point opposite
Stevenson  Gen. Reynolds captured a large fores at
Shellmound and tuok & esmp on Falling Witer oreck.
Among the enptured are the notorious guerrilla Mays and
the Tenneeseo rebel Congressman Cannon. Little or no
resistance was made. The rebels nre reported to have a
fores at Rome snd Cleveland, along the Georgin State
railroad. Gen. Burnside is in the region »f Kingston, and
will attack that place befure long.

MILITARY EXECUTIION.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
: August 2, 1863,
The execution of the substitute deserters sentenced fo
the pennlty of death in General Ord=rs No. 54 took placs
to-day. _More than ordinary intersst was exhibited in this
enforcement of military law, and it is estimated that not
e8d than twenty-five thousand persons were pressnt. The
grouvd was well selected, and every arrangemant so com-
plete that no aceident occurred to mar the solemnity of
the proevedings. . The position of the spectators was
upon & semi-cireular elevation, partially surrounding the
place of execution. .
Previous to the execution the scene presented & re-
markable view to the spectators. Twu of the sentenced
were Protestants, two Catholics, and {he fifth a Hebrew.
The spiritual advisers of each were present, administering
the last consolations of refigion. The erimnsls were sit-
ting upon their respective coffins, with the yawning graves
in the rear. The troops were drawn up in close column,
by divisicn, eovering the complete semi-cirele, separated
from the spectators hy & eroer.
The immedinte order for the execution was isened by
Gen Griffin, at thres o’clock P. M., and the officer.of the
guard, Capt. Crocker, (118th Peunsylvania,) recalled the
elergy frow their spivitual duties.
. Tue remninder of the proceeding is briefly told. At the
order to fire, thirly-six muekets were discharged, and in-
stant desth, us sunounced by the surgeona in attendance,
waa the result. The bodies were then placed in their re-
spective graves, and (he clargy performed the religions
rites over the deg ased.

The epectacle was an unususl one—ihe Catholie, the
Protestant, and the Hebrew stood side by side, eaeh utter-
ing prayers for the condemnrd. The names, nges, resi-
dences, &o. of the deceased are aa fo'lows : Goorgs Kuhn,
l{ wnoverian, twenty-two years old, residence in Peonsylva-
nis, upmarried ; Jobn Felane, Italian, twenty-six years old,
Penusylvania, wife and family; Charles Walter, Prussia,
twenty-sight yeavs old, wife and child; George Reinese,
Italian, twenty-four years uld, wife and child ; Emi'e Lai,
Prysaan, thirty yaars old, wife,

LOSS OF TWO GUNBOATS,

The capture by the rebels of the guuboats Satallite ¢nd
Relianes on the Rsppabasnock is econfirmed. Both ves-
sole were eaplured in the night of Naturday, the 22d in-
stant, aiud not Tuesdqy, a8 at first reported. It hag been
comman for negroes excaping from Virginia to tuks refluge
on the Guvernment vessels, and on the night of the cap-
ture four bosts, each containing sbout seventeen men, ap-
proached the stesmers and got on board without exeiting

| suspicion that they were other than negroes. Mr. N. H.

Btavey, the paywacters clerk on the Satellite, who was

and judgii g from the eflect they have bad upon the gorge
wall withiu our observation, the deslruction of masonry |
on there two sides must be very gieat, and [ am of the

?mi'm il'll.‘h But vue gua rlamuuu n poeilion ou these two
ronte. in is ja the angle of the i 5
erriosabi, i gle of the gorge, and I think ug
.. Tho 1uin exteuds aroucd, taking in the nerthessterly
«ace 88 fur as can beseen. A portion of this face sdjoin-
ing the angle it makes wi b the southeasterly face is oon-
cealgd, but from the great number of miussilos which have
struck in this angle during the lsst two days, it eannot be
olherwise than greatly demaged, and 1 do ot think any
guns can be left on this face in & servicenble condition.

The ramparts on this angle, ne well as in the sou heast-
erly faes, must be ploughea up and grestly shatjered; the
parapet ou this latier face bong torn off in many places,
ne we can seo, nod 1 hardly think the platiorms of the
thres remaining guns on this fsce could bave escaped.

With the nasistance of a powerful glass, I eanuot deter-
wine that wore than one of thess guus ean be used. The |
earrisges of the others are svideutly wore or less ahat- |
terod, and suel is the rug of the parapet and parade in '
the immedinte sicinity of this guo thut it probably could
uot ba reyvad for any length of time

iu fne, the destruction of Lhe fort is »o far somplele
that it is to-day of no avsil in the defence of the harbor of
Charloston; by s lenger fire it ean bs made more com-
pletely & ruin and & maes of broken mason-y, but eould
scarcely be more powerless for the d-feuea of the harbor.

I therefore respectiully submit my opiniou thst 8 can-
tinusnee of our fire is no longer necessury, &+ giving us no
cnds ndequate for the consnmption of our resouroes.

Very respectiylly, your ob: dient servant,

JouN W. TurNer,
Colovel nnd Chief of Artillery.

Brig Gen. Q A Gieimonre, Commanding Department

of the South, Morm Island, 8. C.

g

THROWING SHELLS INTO CHARLESTON
Ve Ricnmond Il':lnmim‘r of the 24th instant, sfter
atating that Gen. Gillmore bas theown twelve shells * inta
the inhabited part of the cily,” and regarking thak such
** boseness”” shonld oceasion ng surprise, says:

“Bu® whist does atartle is the distence from which the
ahella were thrown  The battery ia in n marsh five mikes
from the city. It has long been clalmed by the inventors
of the modern ardnance that the new artillery was avail-
wble for su b pn:posos at that distance. But this ia the
first practiont test of their protemsion on reourd, mnd
neceasarily nttracts mwuch atteotion. Not & doubt wow
remaing that the spirit of Charleston ix nbout to be triad
in the terrible ordesl of & bowbsvdment, It s wall that
the place s pre ‘-nwl, Ghoveruor Bonhnw has lately issued
& proglamntion wnforming 1he eitizons that the plan of the
defence admitted that sonbingenoy, and recommending all
non calthisnks be withdenw, APer the econfirmation
theveo! urnished by Gillinore there is little fonr that kis
sdvice will not be attended to by families wha have not
d ep collar- and fivm nerves.  Charleston will be shellad.
But that will be & circumstanes of winor importance io
this successful dofence of 11e farrifications and barbor. 1If
wi oan retnin them agd foil the enemy that glorious vie
tory will nmpply eompensats fer all the injury which bombs

o

ATTACK ON THE ENEMY'S RIFLE PITS.

SHELLING OF THE CITY SUSPENDED.

CHARLESTON, AvarsT 7. —The enemy's attack on our
rifle-pits on Wedne:dsy night was wade about seven
o'clock by an overwhelming fores,  On Thuraday the fir-
ing waa slow, with uo unusual iveidents.

CHARLESTON, AUGUST 28 —The bombardment of Forts
Sumter and Wagner proceeds sluggishly, The enemy is
workiug hard in the trenches in front of Fort Wagner
No furthor attempt has been made Lo shell the city.

New Yok, Avcust 50 —The steamer Bermuda, from
Port Roynl on Wednesday morning, has arrived at this
port, calling off Charleston. The Captain reports that
Fort Wegner has not yet been tokeo, and cannob be at
present.  He confirme the report that Fort SBumier is
knoeked Lo pisocs.  Furihar naval operstions will be oar-
ried on without regard to Wagner, the capture of which
will be left to Gen, Gillinore.

The Bermuids brings seventy prisoners.  She apoke, on
the 28th justant, the prize steamor Dolphin, from Key
West fur Philadelphin

A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN BOSTON.
Bosron, Aveust 31,1 P. M.—A destructive fire is now

opinion that nearly every arch in thesp feonts must be‘

wounded und paroled, gives the following aceount of the
affair:

“'I'he two bosta which approached the Sstellits wers in
command of Col. Wood, and the two which boarded the
Relisoes in charge of Livut. Hogue. At the tiwe (12
u'elock) it was dark and a heavy sea was ruaning, The
asssilunta were not discoverad on the Satellite until nearly
to the boat, wheo the «fficer ran below to eall the execn-
tive officer, and by the time he returned the vessel was
board«d and the crew were ina fight with the rebels, which
lasted somn ten or fifteon minutes, during which Thomas
Damon, n ficeman, and —— Lawson, who originally esme
from the rebel army, were killed, and Eosign R S.mers
reoaived two cutlass woundas on the left arm, and was ahot
through the ueck; N. H. Stavey, shot in arm; William
Bingham, Samuel Chin, sud two others, slightly wounded}
Beveral of the rebols were wounded; but the crew was

wverpowered. ‘The party which boarded ths Reliance

wore also resisted, the « flicers and wen fightiog desperately,
but were obligrd to surrender. 1In this attsck Lieut.
Hogue wag eitber killed or wounded, and Ensign Walters
wis shot through the stomsch, the bsll coming out at the
bip. Mr. Motaulay, the engineer of the Reliance, when he
fouud his bout in possession of the rebels, put his engines
out of geur, rendering them yseless,

“ Afier the rebels had oaptured both bosts they pro-
cénded with thew to Urbana, whers the officers sud erews
wera sot ou shore, and the rebels turned the stesmers
2iin for the mouth of the river, whers they lay sll day
Sunday, but on Sunday night they weut to the Eastern
Shore and enplured three schoovers, one n Iarge eoaler
from Philsdelpbin, which they took up to Urbana, and, af-
ter buinivg one of them, took the others with them, ss
they said, to Port Rayel, where they would remove the
michinery agd destroy the boats.

_"The prieouers, with the exception of Eosign Walters,
Euargu Somers, Mr. Biavey, and John Tyle, bostswain's
muto, were sll starked to Richmond on Sundar "

THE TERRIFIC EXPLOSION AT VICKSBURG.

The Western papors bring full accounts of the late ¢ x-
plosion of the steamer City of Madison, whilst lying st
Vicksburg, of which we have bad meagre reports by tele-
graph.
At the time of the explosion, on the morniog of the 19th
instent, the steamer was loading with ordnaoes stores.
Seven thousand six hundred snd twenty rounds of artillery
nmmunition, two snd a balf million rounds of infantry sm-
munition, and sabont two bhundred packsges of powder,
making in all ever tour bundred tons of explosive material,
had already been placed on board ; and as several packages
wars about to be passed lato the hold one of the negroes
let fall w box of Fnrcuu'wn shell, which inatantly axploded.
In the bold ol the vessel were eighteen persoos, all of
whow. with the !xmlmﬂ of Martin B. Day, of the Four-
teenth Wisconsin, James Conpelly, second mate, were
negrees,
‘The explosion of the first shell was light, but in a seo-
ond’s time bang, bang weot bundreds of others, until, com-
munieatiog with the puwder in packages, the explos on
culminated iu & dull desd sound that minde the very earth
tremble, tearing the hull of the City of Madison into & mil-
lion pieces, and leaving the entire boat a complete wrack,
uot one portion of the framework reaining attached.
The loss of life un the Ciy of Madiron is estimsted at
from thirty 1o fifty, it will not exceed the Iatter number.
Of the eighteen souls in the hold s)l were killed except
Connelly, the secoud wnte, Martin B. Day, and » negro,
all of whom, as soon ne the box fell, and befure the dis-
charge of shell bad becowe genernl, made their way
through the siter seattle, jm:rod into the river, and were
picked up by & yawl and saved.
The bost's crew coneisted of forty-one persons, filtcen
of whom were Killed and & number wounded,
A detail of soldiers, numbering botween one sod two
huudred men, had been ordered to masint in loading the
boat.  OF these it in eelimated tweoty-five were killed,
although vo data for the statement ean be given, ne it was
wnpossible in the excitement to learn from what regiments
they were deta led. :
It in eatimated Lhat not one-filtieth part of the smmuni-
tion expleded, which will account for the comparative
amnll loss of life. .
The City of Madison bad up steam al the time, but the
bailers did not explode. ;
There were several olber bosts lying adjacent to the City
of Madison, the nearsat being the Ed. Walsh. She had
her pilot house, texas, sud wheelbouse blown entirely off,
and only secaped complete ruin, ax did all 1he boats in the
vicinity, trom the fact that almost immediately nfter the
exploston the City of Madison went down bows foremast.
In this way the whola smount of powder snd shell waa
provented from explodiog by being quickly saturated with
water,  Bat for this fortunate cirenmstancs there would
robably have bsen one of the moat fearful explosions and
f:.- of life on record.

raging o Fast Boston., It commenced in the Atlantie
Works, whers the Monitor turrete are oonstructed. The
buildings, with four turrels nearly fio & ed, sre des'royed

The flames are rapidly axtending throughout the meobanic
po:tions of Enst Boston, :

A« avon alier the secident aa possible a number of yawls
we ¢ launched {ﬂlm the Hornet and other boats k-,:' the
pu pose of rescuing any of the uufortusa'e pereons who
might have bren into the water. The fow who oa
cnped were near the stern of the boat, aud st the figsy ia:
W.nation of the shock jumped into the ﬂ:g, i




